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§776.70

(2) Commit a criminal act that re-
flects adversely on the covered attor-
ney’s honesty, trustworthiness, or fit-
ness as an attorney in other respects;

(3) Engage in conduct involving dis-
honesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresen-
tation;

(4) Engage in conduct that is preju-
dicial to the administration of justice;

(5) State or imply an ability to influ-
ence improperly a government agency
or official; or

(6) Knowingly assist a judge or judi-
cial officer in conduct that is a viola-
tion of applicable rules of judicial con-
duct or other law.

(b)(1) Judge advocates hold a com-
mission as an officer in the Navy or
Marine Corps and assume legal respon-
sibilities going beyond those of other
citizens. A judge advocate’s abuse of
such commission can suggest an inabil-
ity to fulfill the professional role of
judge advocate and attorney. This con-
cept has similar application to civilian
USG attorneys.

(2) Covered non-USG attorneys, Re-
servists, and Retirees (acting in their
civilian capacity), like their active-
duty counterparts, are expected to
demonstrate model behavior and exem-
plary integrity at all times. JAG may
consider any and all derogatory or ben-
eficial information about a covered at-
torney, for purposes of determining the
attorney’s qualification, professional
competence, or fitness to practice law
in DON matters, or to administer dis-
cipline under this part. Such consider-
ation shall be made, except in emer-
gency situations necessitating imme-
diate action, according to the proce-
dures established in subpart C of this
part.

§776.70 Jurisdiction.

(a) Jurisdiction. All covered attorneys,
as defined in §776.2 of this part, shall be
governed by this part.

(b)(1) Many covered USG attorneys
practice outside the territorial limits
of the jurisdiction in which they are li-
censed. While covered attorneys re-
main subject to the governing author-
ity of the jurisdiction in which they
are licensed to practice, they are also
subject to these Rules.

(2) When covered USG attorneys are
engaged in the conduct of Navy or Ma-
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rine Corps legal functions, whether
serving the Navy or Marine Corps as a
client or serving an individual client as
authorized by the Navy or Marine
Corps, the rules contained in this sub-
part supersede any conflicting rules ap-
plicable in jurisdictions in which the
covered attorney may be licensed.
However, covered attorneys practicing
in State or Federal civilian court pro-
ceedings will abide by the rules adopt-
ed by that State or Federal civilian
court during the proceedings. As for
covered non-USG attorneys practicing
under the supervision of the JAG, vio-
lation of the rules contained in this
subpart may result in suspension from
practice in DON proceedings.

(3) Covered non-USG attorneys, Re-
servists, or Retirees (acting in their ci-
vilian capacity) who seek to provide
legal services in any DON matter under
JAG cognizance and supervision, may
be precluded from such practice of law
if, in the opinion of the JAG (as exer-
cised through this instruction) the at-
torney’s conduct in any venue renders
that attorney unable or unqualified to
practice in DON programs or pro-
ceedings.

§776.71 Requirement to remain in
good standing with licensing au-
thorities.

(a) Requirement to remain in good
standing with state licensing authority:

(1) Each officer of the Navy appointed
as a member of the Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, each officer of the Ma-
rine Corps designated a judge advocate,
and each civil service and contracted
civilian attorney who practices law
under the cognizance and supervision
of the JAG shall maintain a status con-
sidered “‘in good standing’ at all times
with the licensing authority admitting
the individual to the practice of law
before the highest court of at least one
State, Territory, Commonwealth, or
the District of Columbia.

(2) The JAG, the Director, JA Divi-
sion, HQMC, or any other supervisory
attorney may require any covered USG
attorney over whom they exercise au-
thority to establish that the attorney
continues to be in good standing with
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